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1. Buckingham Table is not just a club or an association, but a group of local men from Buckingham who meet regularly to make friends, have fun, and get involved in the local community.
2. We are non-religious, non-political and non-sectarian, and certainly not a closed, secret society. We take pride in the fact we welcome anyone to join our events and get involved.

3. We do not hold regular formal meetings, we do not get involved in traditions or ceremonies and we do not require anyone to commit a certain amount of time. What we do is arrange regular social drinks in Buckingham and have social events – football, fishing, golf, curry nights etc. The entire purpose of the group is to bring together local people from the community to share a drink and a laugh.

4. In addition to the group’s social activities, we also raise money for local causes through the associated Buckingham Table Trust, a registered Charity. However raising money is not the group’s main purpose. What matters most is that we get involved in the local community, put something back and make a difference.

5. Members are male, aged 18 – 65 and are drawn from all sorts of occupations, social and ethnic groups and backgrounds. We are not a bunch of middle class 2.4 kid’s Labrador owners, but a representation of the local community. It’s this diversity that makes the group so valuable. At Buckingham Table, everyone is equal. 
6. There is no formal joining process. You do not need to be referred by an existing member, nor pay a joining fee. New members simply register their interest by signing up to receive the group’s regular emails and/or turn up to one our functions. 
7. Buckingham Table holds an event every one/two months. It is entirely down to individuals how much to put in with no minimum commitment required. The club maintains a list of members (which is available on request) and members will remain on the list as long as they attend at least one event in any 12 month period.
8. The main fundraising event for Buckingham Table is the Christmas float which does involve house to house collections. This is once a year and is a great experience and community tradition. As with everything, participation in this is encouraged but not obligatory. Buckingham Table is about giving time and skills as fundraising, but most importantly, having fun!

9. Buckingham Table holds regular events doing a range of activities. Many of our meetings take place at pubs in Buckingham, and this is in the spirit of meeting new people and joining in with the local community. A regular first Friday meeting is held every month and an AGM is held once a year in April (the AGM agenda must be issued at least two weeks in advance).
10. There is no membership fee, so the only costs are attendance at events and the cost of drinks/meals which are paid on a per event basis. 

11. Buckingham Table is totally open and new members do not need to be invited by an existing member. We encourage anybody who is interested to give it a go. 

12. Buckingham Table is not associated in any way with the National Association of Round Tables.

13. The main officers of the club are the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary, Events Officer, PR Officer. These are appointed at the AGM for one year and not all posts may be filled in any one year. Any member may put themselves forward for any club post prior to the AGM being held.
14. Club decisions can be made at any Friday meeting where a quorum is present. A quorum is at least one club officer and two additional club members. Where charity Trust decisions are being made at least two Buckingham Table Trust Trustee’s (or one third of the number of Trustees whichever is greater) must be present throughout the meeting. Decisions are made by simple majority registered members voting. Members who send apologies prior to the meeting may vote on any decision by proxy in advance.
15. Club officers may make pragmatic ad-hoc decisions subject to reporting back to the club at the next scheduled meeting.

16. Buckingham Table is an all embracing, diverse and non discriminatory club, however if a Member’s actions are deemed to be wholly inappropriate and are considered to be bringing the club into disrepute they may be asked to leave subject to a majority vote of the club members.

Buckingham Table Trust

1. Buckingham Table Trust is the charity fund raising component of Buckingham Table.

2. The Trust is a registered charity with a minimum of 3 Trustees.

3. Any member of Buckingham Table can be a Trustee of the Charity subject to the approval of the existing Trustees.
4. The Trustees are legally charged with ensuring the Trust meets and operates within its defined objectives and have the power of veto on any charity donation that does not meet these criteria. 
5. The Trust will maintain a bank account purely for charity funds and no funds related to the operation of the Buckingham Table club will be kept within this.
6. The Trustees must approve an annual report and accounts and ensure that relevant information is disclosed to the Charities Commission.

7. Where expenditure is required for fund raising, approval must be given by at least two Buckingham Table Trust Trustee’s (or one third of the number of Trustees whichever is greater).
8. The objectives of the Trust are :

a. To help young people, especially but not exclusively through leisure time activities, so as to develop their capabilities that they may grow to full maturity as individuals and members of society.

b. To promote for the benefit of the inhabitants of Buckingham and district the provision of facilities for recreation or other leisure time occupation of individuals who have need of such facilities by reason of their youth, age, infirmity or disablement, financial hardship or social and economic circumstances or for the public at large in the interests of social welfare and with the object of improving the condition of life of the said inhabitants.
c. To further such other purposes as are exclusively charitable under the laws of England and Wales as the trustees in their absolute discretion shall decide.
Grant Making Criteria

1. Buckingham Table raises funds for local good causes and charities in accordance with the objectives of the Buckingham Table Trust.  Support will be giving solely for causes within Buckingham and District, including National Charities which have a particular connection to Buckingham.
2. Applications can be made via the Buckingham Table Website or via any Member of Buckingham Table.

3. All applications are assessed for the values underpinning the work against the following criteria: 
a. Whether it enhances the ability of the individual or the community to achieve self determination. 

b. Whether the work can be seen to directly benefit people who are disadvantaged. 

c. The evidence of the need for the project for which a grant is sought. 

d. The ability of the applicant organisation to deliver the service.
4. Grants are evaluated at each 1st Monthly Meeting.
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